[Demonstration, by the cartographic test, of an unusual reaction to intermittent light stimulation in patients with migraine].
Topographic electroencephalography was carried out to study reaction to photic stimulation in 29 normal volunteers, and 12 patients who had presented frequent clinically confirmed migraines for at least 3 years. In the group of migraineurs photic stimulation resulted in an increase in the alpha band power. The difference between the two groups was statistically significant. This reaction to photic stimulation is of help in diagnosis and suggests that a diagnosis and therapeutic orientation might be possible in patients for whom clinical diagnosis is not clear. The specificity of the migraineur's reaction to photic stimulation and its possible origin are discussed.